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India has achieved its non-
fossil, installed electric capa-
city target 9 years in advance
of the 2030 deadline that it
had set for itself, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said on Fri-
day. The country has set the
bar even higher through up-
dated targets, he added.

Today, India is one of the
top 5 countries in the world in
terms of installed renewable
energy capacity, he said in his
virtual address at the G20 En-
vironment and Climate Sus-
tainability Ministers’ Meeting
here. “We have also set a tar-
get of attaining net zero by
2070,” he added. 

India continues to collabor-
ate with partners through alli-
ances, including the Interna-
tional Solar Alliance, CDRI,
and the Leadership Group for
Industry Transition, he added.

On biodiversity conserva-
tion, the prime minister high-
lighted India’s consistent ef-
forts in restoring and
enriching priority landscapes
affected by forest fires and
mining. This has been recog-
nised through the ‘Gandhin-
agar Implementation
Roadmap and Platform’, he
told the G20 gathering.

PROTECTING OCEANS

“Our oceans support the live-
lihoods of over three billion
people across the globe. They
are a crucial economic re-
source, especially for the
small island States, whom I
prefer to call large ocean
countries. They are also home
to extensive biodiversity.
Therefore, responsible use

and management of ocean re-
sources is of vital import-
ance,” 

“I look forward to the adop-
tion of G20 high-level prin-
ciples for a sustainable and re-
silient blue and ocean-based
economy. I also call on the
G20 to work constructively
for an effective international
legally-binding instrument to
end plastic pollution,” he said.

“Protecting and caring for
Mother Earth is our funda-
mental responsibility. Today,
it has taken the shape of cli-
mate action because this duty
was ignored by many for a very
long time. Based on India’s
traditional knowledge, cli-
mate action must follow Anty-
odaya. We must ensure the
rise and development of the
last person in the society,” he
said.

INDIA’S INITIATIVES 

India recently launched the
International Big Cat Alliance
for conservation of seven big
cats of the planet. It is based
on learnings from Project Ti-
ger, a pioneering conservation
initiative. As a result of Project

Tiger, 70 per cent of the
world’s tigers today are found
in India. India is also working
on Project Lion and Project
Dolphin, Modi said.

Mission Amrit Sarovar is
another unique water conser-
vation initiative. Under this
mission, more than 63,000
water bodies have been de-
veloped in just about one year. 

The ‘Catch the Rain’ cam-
paign has also shown excel-
lent results. To conserve wa-
ter, more than 2,80,000 water
harvesting structures were
constructed through the cam-
paign. In addition, nearly
2,50,000 re-use and recharge
structures have also been
constructed.

‘India achieved its
non-fossil fuel targets 
nine years in advance’
STELLAR SHOW. PM highlights India’s bio-conservation efforts too

Our Bureau

Chennai

AT THE FOREFRONT. Prime Minister Narendra Modi digitally
addresses the G20 Environment and Climate Sustainability
Ministers' Meeting, in Chennai, on Friday PTI

SBI Cards and Payment Ser-
vices (SBI Card), the country’s
largest pure play credit card is-
suer, on Friday reported a 5.4
per cent decline in net profit
for the first quarter ended
June 30, 2023 at ₹593 crore
(₹627 crore). The bottomline
was marginally lower than net

profit of ₹597 crore recorded
in the March 2023 quarter. 

For the quarter under re-
view, SBI Card recorded a total
income of ₹4,046 crore, up 24
per cent over total income of
₹3,263 crore in the same
quarter last year, the com-
pany’s filing with stock ex-
changes showed.

In the March 2023 quarter,
SBI Card had recorded total
income of ₹3,917 crore.

SBI Card Q1 net down
5.42 per cent at ₹593 crore 

Our Bureau

New Delhi

At the conclusion of the
G20 Environment and Cli-
mate Sustainability Minis-
ters’ meeting, a consensus
was reached on 64 para-
graphs out of the 68 that
were taken up for discus-
sion in the agenda, said
Union Minister for Envir-
onment Bhupender Yadav.

To a question on the four
paras where there was no
consensus, the minister
said, “There were some is-
sues about energy in the
four paras. Otherwise,
everything is in the con-
sensus. The major achieve-
ment of this G20 was that
environment, land degrada-
tion, blue economy and
forests need to be covered
and there was common con-
sensus in all these issues. In
95 per cent, there was a
consensus.”

LANDMARK MOVE

Yadav said the meet con-
cluded with G20 ministers
standing united in their
commitment to create a
sustainable and resilient fu-
ture.  

In a landmark move, the
G20 Members adopted the
outcome document on
‘Chennai high level prin-
ciples on sustainable and re-
silient blue/ocean-based
economy,” he said.

The document will be

submitted to the leaders for
their consideration to be
annexed to the G20 New
Delhi Leader’s Declaration
2023.

The Ministers also adop-
ted the outcome document
and the Chair’s summary,
he said. 

On climate finance, the
minister said India’s stand
is clear that developing
countries need a climate
finance and technology
transfer coming on the
same level field. Developed
countries have already
planned to provide $100 bil-
lion, and there was discus-
sion in the earlier climate
finance and COP also. 

G20 meet on climate
sustainability reaches
consensus on most issues
Our Bureau

Chennai

JOINT EFFORT. Union
Minister of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
Bhupender Yadav with US
Special Presidential Envoy for
Climate John Kerry at the G20
meet in Chennai on Friday PTI

Over 5 crore tax returns have
been filed for income earned
in the 2022-23 fiscal, which
ended March 31.

“Out of the 5.03 crore
ITRs filed till July 27, about
4.46 crore ITRs have been e-
verified i.e. more than 88 per
cent ITRs filed have been e-
verified!” the income tax de-
partment tweeted.

Over 5 cr ITRs filed
for FY23 so far

Press Trust of India

New Delhi

MOHALI CITI Centre − New Commer-
cial Project on Airport Road,
Chandigarh. Investment from 99
Lacs Onwards. Call 9888115050
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